James S. Simpson named 
as next NJDOT Commissioner 


Governor Chris Christie 
recently announced his 
nomination of James S. Simpson as 
the next New Jersey Department 
of Transportation (NJDOT) 
Commissioner. He will serve 
as Acting Commissioner until 
confirmation by the State Senate. 

Prior to his appointment as 
Commissioner of Transportation 
for the State of New Jersey, Jim 
served as Chairman of both a 
transportation infrastructure 
management company and a 
corporate relocation company. 


He was a 
Federal Transit 
Administrator 
under the Bush 
administration, 
from 2006 to 
2009. A former 
tractor-trailer 
driver, he served 
as Commissioner 
of the New York 


Simpson 
State Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) under New York 
Governor George Pataki from 1995 
to 2006. After the September 11, 


2001 terrorist attack, he was 
designated as the MTA Board 
liaison in coordinating transit 
issues at the World Trade Center 
site. 

Acting Commissioner 
Simpson graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from St. John’s 
University, a David Rockefeller 
Fellow. 

He is a licensed tractor- 
trailer driver and a pilot licensed 
to fly jet aircraft. 

He is married with four 
children. 


NJDOT bids farewell to Governor Jon 
Corzine and Commissioner Steve Dilts 


As part of the gubernatorial 
transition in New Jersey, NJDOT 
recently bid farewells to Governor 
Corzine and Commissioner Dilts. 


Governor Jon S. Corzine visited NJDOT 
Headquarters on Friday, January 8. 
Standing with him are Commissioner 
Dilts and Lori Cook. 


On January 8, Governor Corzine 
paid his final visit to NJDOT with 
a gathering in the multi-purpose 
room. “I appreciate and thank 
everyone here at NJDOT for making 
the last four years a touchstone of 
my administration. As the densest 
state in the nation, our transportation 
infrastructure is very important and it 
is the dedicated staff here at NJDOT 
that keeps us moving,” said Corzine. 

A gathering for Commissioner 
Steve Dilts occurred on January 14 in 
the MOB. He emotionally saluted his 


front office staff and others. “Everyone 


here at NJDOT should be proud of 
what you do. Iam so grateful for 
the leadership, professionalism and 
companionship that have made my 
time here so enjoyable. Thank you so 
very much,” said Dilts. 

Some of the accomplishments of 
the last four years include a record 
Capital Program, Smart Solutions 


Commissioner Stephen Dilts in person 
and in portrait stand along with the artist 
responsible, Shan Sundaram. 


value engineering initiatives, 
pavement preservation projects, 
safety advancements, construction 
advancements, American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act and many 
others. 
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Succession Planning meets to share mentor stories 


On January 12, several current 
members of Senior Leadership and 
NJDOT Directors who have served 
as Succession Planning mentors 
met for lunch. This was the second 
lunchtime event of its kind and like 
the first, presented an opportunity for 
mentors to share success stories from 
their partnerships as well as discuss 
roadblocks each has encountered. For 
the hour, these 15 mentors mentored 
one another. 

Since June 2003, Succession 
Planning has launched eleven groups 
of mentor-mentee partnerships, 
representing over 130 unique 
relationships. Each partnership lasts 
from one to two years. The 9", 10%, 


Nelida Valentin speaks alongside Mike 
Russo and Atul Shah during a Succession 
Planning lunchtime event. 


and 11" groups are currently active. 
Assistant Commissioner Bill 
Carter and Executive Director Dave 


Kuhn, both of whom have mentored 
four (4) different members of the 
Succession Planning Leadership Pool, 
discussed what they have gained 
as they have been able to get more 
experience as “formal” mentors. 
What Bill and Dave shared was both 
helpful and re-assuring to those who 
are new to the formal mentoring 
program Succession Planning has in 
place. 

“Growth ultimately has to come 
from the individual and is a result 
of a cognitive effort. As mentors, 
we must focus upon the effort 
and then measure the growth. Ifa 
sincere effort is there, the growth will 
follow,” said Carter. 


NJDOT celebrates Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Day 


On January 21, NJDOT 
celebrated its annual remembrance 
ceremony for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King. The event began with a video 
replay of his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech that took place on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 1963. 

Nelida Valentin of Civil Rights 
and Affirmative Action and Keisha 
Vaughan-Glasper of Design Services 
kicked off the NJDOT portion of 
the program, titled “The Power 
of Change,” and was followed by 
the Black National Anthem sung 
by Shaenna Miller of Project 
Development. 

The keynote speaker for the 
event was W. Deen Shareef, Director 
of Logistics in the Department of 


Economic & Housing Development 
and Industrial Opportunities and 
Senior Advisor to Mayor Cory 
Booker of Newark. He is also CEO 
of Shareef Professional Services LLC, 
providing project, program and 
construction management services. 
He also serves as the Executive 
Director of ComWealth Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC), 
and works with several community 
groups in the Newark area. 

“The four steps to 
transformational change includes 
having faith in God, yourself and 
others, working together towards 
a common goal, encouraging truth 
and seeing reality for what it is, and 
lastly, encouraging patience and 


(Left to Right) Rudine Akins, Anthony Davis, Nelida Valentin, Keith Daniels, Danielle 
Graves, Robin Sterns, Keisha Vaughan-Glasper, Suphrana Sargeant, Joshua Idowu, 
Phyllis Stubbs, Beverly Queen, Halimah Shareef, W. Deen Shareef, Simon Nwachukwu, 
Kelei Carter, Mary Mitchell-Finney and Michelle Jordan 


perseverance and moving forward 
towards progress,” he said. “With 
these guidelines, we can change the 
spirit of America,” said Shareef. 

Phyllis Stubbs of Employee 
Support closed out the program and 
presented Mr. Shareef an honorary 
license plate plaque for speaking at 
the event. 

The Black History Committee 
also served meals at the Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen (TASK) on Monday in 
celebration of the holiday. 
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On Monday, January 11 
Joseph Kealey, Emenee svi 
Patrol Operator Region South, lost 
his life while assisting a disabled 
motorist on I-76 eastbound in 
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“Mr. Kealey treated me with dignity, put me at 
ease. I felt so much better. There should be more 


Mr. Kealeys in this world.” 
M. Heggar, Pine Hill, NJ 
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With the help of NJDOT’s 
Doug Bartlett of Traffic 
Engineering and Safety and 

ees =NJDOT 

retirees Bill 
- Anderson and 
~ Norm Deitch, 

~ anew Manual 
on Uniform 
Traffic Control 
Devices 
(MUTCD), 
published by the Federal 
Highway Administration 
(FHWA) was released online 
in December, replacing a 2003 
version. 

“These new and updated 
standards will help make our 
roads and bridges safer for 
drivers, construction workers 
and pedestrians alike,” said 


Bartlett 


of the guidelines aims to reduce 
crashes and traffic congestion. 

The National Committee 
on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (NCUTCD) is made up 
of representatives of sponsoring 
organizations and several 
Technical Committees. Doug 
Bartlett served on the Regulatory 
and Warning Signs Committee. 

The 2009 manual features 
new and updated requirements, 
ranging from changes in highway 
signs and bike lanes to the color 
of high-visibility clothing worn 
by road workers. Other changes 
include installing brighter and 
larger highway signage, adding 
new lane markings after 
intersections and changing 
crosswalk timing. 

The 2009 MUTCD is available 
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Bartlett. 

The manual is the standard 
for all traffic control devices, 
including traffic signs, pavement 
markings, signals and other 
devices used to regulate, warn 
and guide traffic. The uniformity 


Obituaries 


Retiree Charles Pihokken passed away on 
November 11, 2009. He retired as an Electrical 
Mechanic 1 after 43 years with the Department. He 
is survived by his wife, Anne, his daughter Elizabeth 
Gerasimowicz, his two sons, Charles and Thomas, his 
two sisters, Julia Serban and Margaret Kosma, and six 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

Retiree David Rauh passed away on December 1, 
2009. He retired as a bridge repairer in Hackettstown. 
He is survived by his wife, Joyce, his two daughters, 
Cheryl Morrissey and Raean Perez, his brother, 
Thomas, his grandchildren, Michael, Christopher, 
Jami, Hunter, Tanner and Autumn. 

Retiree Jerry F DeFeo passed away on December 
7, 2009. He retired as a Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 1. He is survived by his sister, Virginia 
Festa, his brother Frank DeFeo, an uncle and aunt, 
Joseph and Marion Inverso, three nephews, a niece 
and many other great nieces and nephews. 


on-line at http: / /mutcd.fhwa. 
dot.gov/. The printed version 


will be available for purchase in 
March. Printed versions will be 
available from: The Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) 
at www.ite.org, The American 


Traffic Safety Services Association 
(ATSSA) at www.atssa.com and 
The American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation 
Officials (ASSHTO) at https: // 


bookstore.transportation.org / 
item_details.aspx?ID=1550 


Retiree James J. Maione passed away on 
December 30, 2009. He retired as a Senior Engineer 
in Design Services. He is survived by his wife, Donna; 
his son, Christopher Smith; his daughter Andrea; his 
two grandchildren, Nathanael and Alana Tao; his aunt 
Virginia; his uncle, Albert and many cousins. 

Retiree Harry A. Bonitz passed away January 2, 
2010. He retired as a surveyor for NJDOT for more 
than 40 years. He is survived by his daughter, Susan; 
his son, Barry; his grandchildren, Lauren and Erich; 
and his brother, Max. 

Retiree Joseph F. Calderone, Sr., passed away 
on January 14, 2010. He worked for Region Central 
Maintenance for 26 years before retiring. He is 
survived by the mother of his children, Elizabeth 
Calderone; his son, Joseph; his two daughters, Patricia 
and Marie; 6 grandchildren, Exsel, Elizabeth, Marie, 
Jorge Jr., Joseph and Samantha; and three great 
grandchildren, Thomas, Nathan and Jeffrey. 


The Bureau of Maintenance 
Engineering & Operations’ (MEO), 
Bridge Engineering Unit recently 
completed a full rehabilitation of 
the Walnut Street Orphan Bridge in 
Roselle Park, Union County. 

Under the direction of Atif 
Saleh, Christian Morris, and | oth = 
Robert Valentino of Maintenance aX 
Engineering and Operations, the 
Power Concrete Construction 
Company completed work on 
the bridge which included a full 
depth deck replacement, complete 
substructure repairs including 
abutment walls and bearings and 
four retaining walls. Additionally, 
the scope of work included an 

intersection improvement, milling 
and paving of approaches, curb 
and sidewalk and the installation of 
curve top aluminum fence. 

“This project demonstrates our 
commitment to our infrastructure 

and to giving the taxpayers value Walnut Street Bridge after rehabilitation 
for their dollar,” said Rich Shaw, 
Director of Operations Support. > 
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has a deck width of 27.9 feet and 
vertical clearance above deck of 15.0 
feet. The construction took more 
than 6 months to complete and cost 
$1.7 Million. 

“Orphan Bridges” are defined 
by legislation as “Structures 
for which legal owner cannot 
be identified” and are bridges 
abandoned by their builders and 
do not currently have public or 
private owners. The Walnut Street 
Bridge is one of approximately 124 
structures under the orphan bridge 
designation that MEO’s Bridge 
Engineering Unit is responsible for ; 
maintaining and rehabilitating. Walnut Street Bridge before rehabilitation 
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